
 
Just wanted share a bit about my experience with CTMI. Ella is a nickname I was given by a friend.  

 

Thank you for the forum. I wasn’t born again in CTMI and I had been having doubts about them for some time. 

Reading the forum made me finally decide to leave. 

  

The ‘pure heart’ teaching seemed to make sense at the beginning but I started to feel like they make it a law. The 

‘gospel of the cross’ which they make their foundation seemed centred on us and not Jesus; it is about our 

cross and not Jesus’s cross. Also, it seemed utterly unfair to assume that all Christians outside of CTMI lived ‘in the 

flesh’ because they do not have the gospel of the cross. I had known Christians who sought to live holy lives and 

‘gave their lives’ for Jesus out of love for Him and not because they were told they should. 

 

What I had found attractive about them was the fact that they seemed radical and aspired to be like the church in 

the Book of Acts. It’s probably what made me stay two long years despite the doubts I was having. I found an 

interesting article that describes how abusive churches target young idealistic Christians (especially those 

disillusioned with churches that reflect the culture of the world) by pointing out the flaws in other churches and 

presenting themselves as radical. (http://www.cultinfo.org.au/CMS/default. ... page_id=97) 

 

Also, I think I was already vulnerable to spiritual pride because I had come to know the Lord in a powerful way and 

saw myself as radical. I liked the idea of being called into a ‘special’ church.  

 

I overlooked my doubts. Told myself that maybe I needed more ‘revelation’. I was told it’s not good to reason too 

much. For a long time I was taken up in working hard at ‘giving my life’ and was altogether too busy and tired to 

look into the doubts I had. I was also tired from the constant struggle of keeping my heart pure towards people who 

made themselves God’s instrument to ‘break’ me. When I tried to express my frustrations I met with what I started to 

see as empty ‘CTMI jargon’. They also used what I learned since is a method commonly used by cults called ‘Ad 

hominem attack’ that consists of attacking a person or their character rather than refuting the points they make.  

If all this was really from God I couldn’t turn away from it but there was obviously something wrong with this church. 

I started to pray for God to bring clarity because I couldn’t stand the confusion. Reading the forum was an answer 

to this prayer. What I felt about ‘the gospel of the cross’ and the ‘pure heart’ doctrine was clearly explained 

and I could identify with many things in the testimonies. I had been on the website before but it took me 

some time to decide to go to the forum. It felt like a step too far into being rebellious. 

 

I’ve been reading a lot since I left CTMI about ‘abusive churches’ or ‘bible-based cults’. It’s clear that CTMI has the 

characteristics of an abusive church. The more I read the more I see how the way they operate and react to criticism 

is typical of cults. I feel like I have been very naïve, I didn't know there could exist such a thing as a church that 

becomes a cult. I have been extremely shocked and grieved as I read about these cult churches and the damage that 

they cause.  

 

Leaving CTMI has suddenly created a big void in my life and I understand that people may find it hard to leave even 

if they start having doubts. I am very sorry for the people whose whole lives (family, friends, job) are linked with 

CTMI.  

 

I'm grateful that I'm out and I still consider that life is not worth living without Jesus but although I do want to find 

another church I’m afraid I’m now very suspicious of churches. 

  
 

http://www.cultinfo.org.au/CMS/default.asp?cmsnumber=1&page_id=97

