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We attended Grace Fellowship for about 4 years altogether. Some of you may know us from our 

visit to the church in Paris and from your visits to the USA. Please know that what I am about to 

share only comes out of love and because a burden has been placed on me and my husband, from 

the Holy Spirit, to reveal what we experienced over the years. The reason we feel compelled to 

share is because we know, without a shadow of a doubt, that there are some of you reading this 

right now that have doubts as to whether you should leave CTMI, or you just have nagging concerns 

that you just can’t place your finger on. We are hoping that by sharing our experience that this will 

shed some light on what you are experiencing and help you to realize that “where there is smoke, 

there is fire”.  

 

Jared and I first met Neil and Brenda in 2002 and immediately felt that God was calling us to serve 

with them. Neil has an amazing heart and humility about him, and despite the fact that we no 

longer serve with them, we love them with all our heart and only seek and pray for their 

restoration to the true gospel and that this deception that they are under will be lifted from their 

eyes.  

 

The early years were amazing. We moved from our hometown 4 hours north of San Diego, leaving 

family and friends and jobs to come and serve with Neil and Brenda. So many doors opened for us 

to be able to come and this just confirmed that God’s will was for us to be there with them at that 

time to be a help. Jared and I both truly feel that God’s hand was upon Neil as our pastor. We were 

doing large-scale evangelical outreaches. Seeds were being planted and good fruit was yielded. 

Lives were being changed, souls were coming to Christ. I remember Neil preaching many times on 

how “this church” – meaning Grace Fellowship – would be a church of churches that would bring 

revival to San Diego. And I truly feel that it was moving in that direction. And we agreed. But then 

things changed… 

 

Things began to change when guest speakers would come in from Mauritius, South Africa, England, 

Kenya. And this is ironic, because Neil always spoke about how wrong it was for “other churches” 

to bring in guest speakers with their “winds of doctrines” that upset the church and distracted us 

from the “true foundation”. Now, I realize that he meant from churches other than CTMI. At first, 

the changes were very subtle…guest speakers preaching about not celebrating certain holidays. 

Okay. I can appreciate their point of view even if I don’t agree with it. But, then these speakers 

would leave and go back home, and it seemed that Neil would bring the church back on focus and 

would put the church back on task. 

 

But, then legalism seemed to be creeping in more and more as we had more and more guest 

speakers arriving from overseas. “Hearts” were relied upon to give us a true direction instead of 

God’s Word – the Bible. These teaching began to bear fruit in our church – and not good fruit. While 

Miki was hear preaching "this gospel” (See the post: There is No Gospel of the Cross), my husband 

called Neil to simply ask about what was being taught and they arranged to meet. Instead of finding 



2 

 

just Neil at the coffee shop, he was confronted by a “team”. They told Jared that he was either “in 

or out” with regard to “this gospel”. Jared said, “I’m out, then.” Later, Jared attempted to 

contact Neil to talk this through as we had had questions regarding theology in the past, and it had 

not been an issue – Neil and Jared would talk things out and come to a conclusion. But, our phone 

calls were not returned by Neil or any other “leader” in the church. For two weeks we were left 

out to dry with no word from anyone. Finally, Neil and Brenda came over to our home and we 

“patched things up”, but not without damage being done to us spiritually and emotionally. 

 

For 8 months after that first incident, we struggled with what was going on in the church. During 

that time, Basil and Steven came to our church with their “prophecies” and to share what was on 

their “hearts”. We were preached at from the pulpit – indirectly of course. We were no longer 

allowed to lead worship. The small group that had been in our home for over a year was removed 

from our care because we were teaching a bible study in the Gospel of John rather than "sharing 

what God had done in our hearts in response to the Sunday Sermon." In a small gathering (which 

basically included the entire church as their weren’t that many of us), Basil proceeded to 

“prophesy” over each couple. When he got to us – last of course, for added drama – he prophesied 

over our “spirit of Ananias and Sapphira”, humiliating us in front of everyone. A few weeks later, 

Steven prophesied over Jared that if he left “this church” – meaning Grace Fellowship and CTMI – 

that Jared would “have no Peace”. That was when we had the lightbulb turned on for us by a 

fellow member. She was a former member of the Mormon church (a cult), and she nailed it on the 

head. She said, “What they said to Jared is ‘spiritual manipulation’! Jared has Jesus in his heart 

and life and is allowing Him to lead! There is no way he won’t find Peace!” And that is the moment 

she decided to leave and that is the moment that we realized what was going on. 

 

We stayed on for a few more months, praying and praying that Neil would see the light and realize 

what these men were doing to his flock. More and more of the members of the church were 

realizing what was going on and coming to us asking questions. We did not want to have a voice of 

dissent and we did our best to stay out of it, while praying and praying on the sidelines that God 

would intervene, that He would protect His sheep, that our pastor would open his eyes and get in 

the Word and see this “gospel” for what it really is. 

 

Sadly, our pastor never seemed to figure it out despite many, many people coming to him with 

their concerns. But, as soon as we left, we began to see Grace Fellowship start to crumble. And it’s 

no surprise really because when a church is not bearing good fruit, and when a church is based on a 

false gospel, what else can happen?  

 

Our friends started leaving in droves – some because they saw it for what it was, and others just 

due to life changes, etc. But, it was God all the same. We so badly wanted to leave but felt that 

God wasn’t releasing us to do so, just yet. We sought the advice from other Godly pastors outside 

of CTMI, and they advised us to “stay and be a light”. So, we stayed for those 8 months, all the 
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while praying and doing “damage control” for those people that had questions and concerns, hurts 

and wounds from what was being preached and how they were being manipulated. All the while 

attempting not to do anything to offend Neil and Brenda. We didn’t want them to think that we 

were “splitting the church” or trying to talk people out of attending Grace. We just kept pointing 

people to the Word, and talking with them about their concerns. Finally, we reached the point that 

we felt we could do no more good by staying there. By that time, we were so spiritually and 

emotionally drained and wounded, that it was all we could do to drag ourselves to another church 

to be fed. We took ourselves to my parents’ church and for the first time in months were exposed 

to actually studying the Bible, hearing the name of Jesus Christ lifted up, phrases like “blood of the 

Lamb”, and “resurrection”, instead of “die, die, die”. After all, it was HIS work on the cross, not 

ours. This was like water to our thirsty souls, and it opened our eyes even further to realize how 

much we had been missing. And we were so thankful that we got out when we did. We have two 

small children and it makes us so thankful, everyday, that our kids will not be brought up under 

such condemnation and such a "works" theology. Romans 8:1- 4 says, “1Therefore, there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 

of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do in that it 

was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to 

be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4in order that the righteous requirements 

of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to 

the Spirit.”  

 

We have been serving the Lord since our exit from CTMI in 2007 at a Bible believing/Bible teaching 

church that preaches the TRUE Gospel – Jesus Christ and HIM crucified! In looking back, we know, 

beyond a shadow of a doubt, that God had us at Grace Fellowship for a reason and we would not 

take back all the tears and agonizing, hurts and scars for anything. God has made our faith stronger 

through this, and has helped us to realize how very precious HIS Gospel is and the JOY it can bring, 

and does bring, to our life!! Yes, we have been ostracized by the members of CTMI, and that has 

been incredibly hurtful to us as these were dear brothers and sisters in Christ who we served with, 

side-by-side, for some years. And, I’m sure because of this post, we will get a lot of flack from our 

former friends, but that is okay! As long as this sheds some light on some of your paths, then it is 

well worth it. We pray, too, that it will open the eyes of our friends within CTMI to see what has 

been going on and restore them to the Joy of the Lord! 

 

For so many years, I have had questions about how certain things could go on in front of the 

leadership’s own eyes and yet nothing would be done to set things right. I am giving these examples 

because you yourself might be seeing something of this nature being perpetuated in your own CTMI 

church and wonder if this is right or normal. I assure you, these are not the fruits of the Spirit. 

 

- Members of our church were being spiritually abused in front of leadership by these guest 

speakers, but our pastor chose to stay with the 99 instead of going out to care for the 1.  
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- We were told by our pastor to not associate with a certain couple because their “hearts were 

twisted”. This is the same couple that housed and fed our pastor and his family for 6 months – FOR 

FREE! – and yet because they had had questions about things they were seeing happening in the 

church and within CTMI in Mauritius, they now had “twisted hearts”. 

 

- We watched as an elder’s own mother-in-law was ostracized from her own family because she had 

questions and simply disagreed with some of the theology that was being taught. She was a sister in 

Christ!  

 

- We watched when Basil came for a visit and after a service decided to have a speaking in tongues 

“boot camp” where he encouraged new believers to just “start babbling and let the Holy Spirit take 

over”. Then when some of the young believers weren’t anointed, he kept encouraging them to 

babble. ????? Our pastor did nothing to rectify this. 

 

- One visit from Basil happened to coincide with Halloween. In the US, we celebrate Halloween by 

kids dressing up in costumes (such as super-heros or animals, etc.) and going door-to-door asking 

for candy. That night, there were two or three couples with small children that were new to our 

church and new believers as well. These families came with their toddlers dressed as Superman and 

Spiderman, just for fun. With absolutely no tact or grace (the same grace that their churches are 

named for), Basil decides to go on a tirade about the evils of Halloween, totally making these poor 

families feel like complete idiots with his condemnation. Then, Keegan gets up and starts ranting 

about the evils of Halloween costumes standing inches from one of these little ones dressed as 

Superman. In response, one of the members of our church stood up and simply read the entire 

chapter of Romans 14, regarding not passing judgment on disputable matters such as holidays, etc. 

Unfortunately, it went right over Basil and Keegan’s heads. Even more unfortunate was the fact 

that our pastor didn’t defend his own tender flock – these new Christians who were completely 

ambushed by Basil that night. He sat idly by, next to Basil, and didn't say a word. 

 

 

- We watched new believers who were so full of joy when they first came to our church, being 

brought low by this joyless “gospel” that leadership allowed to come into our church by these guest 

speakers and so-called apostles. Now, some of these same young Christians have left the faith 

completely. They were not taught about the Joy and Life that Christ brings. 

 

- Our pastor watched the sheep leave in droves because of the new legalism that entered into our 

midst and didn’t raise a finger to stop them or even minister to them in their confusion and need, 

because from leadership’s view they decided that these people who were leaving had “twisted 

hearts” anyway, so why bother. 
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- We watched as leadership allowed husband and wife to become estranged from each other due to 

the wife’s hesitancy towards CTMI (with good reason) and counseled the husband not to be 

“emotional” in dealing with his wife. He was told that his wife’s “heart” was not in the right place, 

and to allow “this gospel” to work in her heart. And, if it didn’t, oh well. This didn’t just happen on 

one occasion, sadly. 

 

- Elders and their families getting paid “under the table” in the form of “donations” as they had no 

work permit. 

 

- Money being donated by our small church body, only to be used to send two members of “the 

team” (all expenses paid) to “receive the Gospel” in Mauritius for three weeks - $3000 in total. And 

while they were gone, asking the church to help one of "the guys" to pay his bills that he couldn’t 

quite make due to his having missed work to go receive said “gospel” while on vacation - another 

$1500. I thought the Gospel was universal…so, why couldn’t we have used that money to do 

outreaches in our own community?  

 

- Which leads me to my next point. Why was all this money being raised to go to Mauritius, when 

there were lost souls right here in San Diego that we could use that money to reach? Why were we 

raising money for a massive, multi-million dollar church to be built in Mauritius when we are 

meeting in elementary schools and community centers? Why were we giving money for middle-class 

kids, skipping school and work to go “receive the gospel” while on vacation when there is a single 

African mother in our OWN CHURCH who could barely make enough money to feed her kids?? When 

we approached leadership regarding establishing a benevolent fund (funds used to help needy 

people within our community) through the church, we were told that this should be a “private 

matter” and if we wanted to ask a few of our close friends to help out this poor family, then that 

was our business, but no monies could come directly from Grace Fellowship. Yet, they had spent 

$1500 to help pay one of "the guys" bills while he was off "receiving the gospel" in Mauritius. Should 

I mention their difference in race? Probably don't have to. 

 

And now leadership has completely abandoned the flock in order to “be a support” to Basil’s church 

in SA, while a young couple struggles to maintain a dying church. Grace Fellowship went from about 

50 people or more when it was in the Word, to about maybe 5 or 6 people now. They receive most 

of their teachings from Neil in South Africa via Skype. My husband and I sat together one evening 

listening to our old friend who is now leading what remains of this “church” speaking about how 

low and dejected he has been feeling, and we literally wept for him and got down on our knees to 

pray for this man. This is the “fruit” that he is left with. He has been completely abandoned by this 

organization. Why? My opinion is because such a small group of people cannot raise enough money 

to satiate Miki and Audrey. So, no money, no leader. They called Neil and Brenda “home”. 

 

I can’t help but look back on this church that was supposed to bring revival to San Diego and see 
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the “fruit” that it has yielded. This church COULD have brought revival to San Diego if our pastor 

had stood up to these false prophets and spiritual manipulators. So, to these “leaders” I challenge 

you! I challenge you to step up and realize that this “gospel” that you are perpetuating, and this 

“grace” that you so strongly preach about is heretical and hypocritical. There is no grace when 

legalism abounds. You know this. This “persecution” that you say you are suffering from is not 

persecution. You have NO idea what persecution is. The correct term for what you are 

experiencing, “leaders”, is called consequences. These are the consequences of your actions. 

These are the seeds that you have planted and this is the “fruit” you are now bearing. This 

“gospel” is destroying lives. All of these allegations – financial corruption, spiritual manipulation – 

they are sadly true. You are naïve to think that you will not suffer from the consequences of what 

you have done. You preach about how people should not hold you accountable for what you have 

done in the past – 20 years ago, 15 years ago – but the truth is you have not asked for forgiveness 

from the people you perpetuated these sins against. You have not repented and turned from your 

ways, because you are still doing it! And, if you are not doing it yourself, you are supporting it by 

being affiliated with this organization. So, yes, these allegations are going to keep coming until you 

realize what you have done, apologize for what you have done and continue to do, and repent. The 

Bible says in Matthew 18:6, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it 

would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the 

depth of the sea.” That’s a pretty strong warning to you leaders. I would start reading your Bible a 

little bit more, stop listening to your “heart”, which the Bible says is “deceitful above all things” 

and start listening to the Holy Spirit. You have been warned about your actions SO MANY TIMES – 

Basil, Miki and Audrey, Neil and Brenda, Peter, Stephen – but you refuse to listen. God is 

SCREAMING at you through the Holy Spirit and your brothers and sisters in Christ, and you still 

refuse to listen. Well, we are doing our part by pointing you to the Word and to repentance. Now 

it’s time to do yours. 
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